Instructional Materials Plan
Overview

Introduction

This document outlines the delivery method and the design plan of the instruction. This document is composed of two sections: the instructional strategy and the instructional materials. The instructional strategy portion consists of the sequencing and clustering of the instructional content, pre-instructional activities, assessment, follow-through activities, and content presentation and learner participation. The second section, the instructional materials, will be attached. 
Objective
This instruction will be created for the purpose of educating Mercer professors on creating and maintaining a course-oriented blog. When using Wordpress, professors at Mercer University's Macon campus will create blog pages to provide student access to course information and assignments. 
Target Audience

The instruction will have a target audience consisting of professors on the Macon campus of Mercer University who desire to employ blog websites to aid in course activities. Professors will already be proficient in basic computer and Internet browser usage.
Delivery System

The instruction will be delivered through a printed booklet that will provide step-by-step direction. Screen shots will accompany the instructional text for reinforcement of material. After completion, learners will be given a checklist to ensure that their final product fulfills the required characteristics outlined in the instruction. 
Content Sequence and Clusters
The base knowledge needed for this instruction includes basic computer tasks, such as turning it on, opening an Internet browser, and using basic browser functions.
The pre-instructional information needed for this instruction is outlined in the beginning pages of the instructional guide. The learner must possess all of the necessary data to complete the instruction.

The instructional material is divided into eleven clusters, outlined below. Each cluster of instruction will be given in sequence; however, the learner may complete each cluster in a different order if they so choose. The highlighted clusters will be assessed at the conclusion of instruction. The instruction is self-paced by the learner and is to be completed at a location of their preference, but is designed to require one hour for instruction and assessment collectively. Feedback from the learners is not included in the one-hour time allotment.  
	Cluster
	Time Allotted
	Instructional Goal Step

	1
	2 min
	Main Step 1: Identify purpose and goal of instruction

	2
	11 min
	Main Step 2: Identify pre-instructional activities

	3-9
	35 min
	Main Step 3: Introduce instructional material

	
	
	Cluster 3 Objectives
	Cluster 4 Objectives
	Cluster 5 Objectives
	Cluster 6 Objectives
	Cluster 7 Objectives
	Cluster 8 Objectives
	Cluster 9 Objectives

	
	
	1.1

1.2

1.3
	2.1

2.2
	3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

3.1.3
	3.2

3.2.1

3.2.2

3.2.3
	3.3

3.3.1

3.3.2
	4.1

4.1.1

4.1.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.4.1

4.1.4.2

4.1.4.3
	4.2

	10
	2 min
	Main Step 4: Conclude instructional process

	11
	10 min
	Main Step 5: Assess learners


Pre-Instructional Activities

Motivation: Because the material will not be taught by an instructor and will done at the learner’s pace, the learner’s reading of the instruction alone shows some level of motivation on the subject. A list of the advantages of having a blog web page over a conventional academe-assigned website on the introductory page of the instructional guide will provide additional motivation. 
Objectives: A Table of Contents page will provide a general overview of the instructional objectives. The introductory page of the instructional guide will also provide a summary of the instruction to come. Informing the learner of the goals of the instruction gives them a sense of direction in their learning.
Entry Skills: The only entry skills needed to complete these instructions are basic computer and word processing skills. Because the target audience of the instruction consists of college-level professors, it is understood that they will possess these skills and is therefore not mentioned in the instructional text. 

Student Groupings and Media Selections: Students will review the instruction individually and at their own pace. The instruction will be given in the form of a booklet. 
Assessment

Pretest: No pretests will be administered. 

Practice Tests: To reinforce the material learned in Cluster 3 and Cluster 8, a practice exercise will be available at the end of each. 

Posttest: The last page of the instructional guide will consist of a checklist of blog qualities by which students will evaluate their own blogs. If their blog has each quality listed, the instruction was successful. 

Follow-Through Activities

Memory Aid: The menu on the Wordpress website will function as a reinforcement of the material learned. Each step in the instructional guide begins with use of the menu. To recall how to do one of the steps, learners can look to the tabs on the menu for guidance.

Transfer: The instructional guide can be used as a reference for learners when using Wordpress until they become more familiar with the website. Maintaining a blog requires regular use, and with regular use of the blog and the processes associated with maintaining it learners will become proficient and will not require the assistance of referencing the manual.
Student Grouping and Media Selections: The instructional guides will provide individualized guidance and reference. 

Content Presentation and Learner Participation
	Performance Objectives Subordinate to Main Step 3

	Student Grouping and Media Selections: All objectives 1.1-4.2, individualized; booklet-based.

1.1-1.3 Create a blog address, username, and password

Content Presentation

	Content: 
To create a blog address and username easily identifiable to their students, learners will be instructed to incorporate their professional title, course name, and section number into their blog address and to incorporate their professional title into their username.
Examples:

Dr. John Smith, Chemistry 101 Section 3

Blog address: smithchem101-3.wordpress.com

Username: Dr. John Smith
Student Participation

	Practice Items and Activities:

Given a sample professional title and course, create three unique sets of blog addresses and usernames.
Feedback: List three blog addresses and three usernames, all unique and identifiable to the model professional title and course.

2.1-2.2 Select and activate a Wordpress blog theme

Content Presentation

	Content:

Students will be directed to the Themes page of the Wordpress website and instructed to select one based on a set of given criteria.

Examples:

The Simpla theme meets the set of given criteria.
Student Participation

	Practice Items and Activities:

Identify three Wordpress themes that satisfy the following criteria:

· Simple design

· Places title in prominent location

· Does not contain use of a photo banner

Feedback: Name three themes that meet the criteria.
3.1.1-3.1.3 Create a page to house course information

Content Presentation

	Content:

The learners will be directed on how to create a new page and will be instructed to fill it with content from their course syllabus. 

Examples:

Their course syllabus can be used as an example of the information that should be available on their new page.
Student Participation

	Practice Items and Activities:

Evaluate your course information page using a checklist of characteristics.
Feedback: Determine that your page meets the criteria.
3.2.1-3.2.3 Add useful links

Content Presentation

	Content:

Learners will use their list of links to relevant outside material to create a link for each from their blog home page. Lists will be compiled as a pre-instructional activity.

Examples:

Learners will be shown a screen shot to help direct them to the correct page, and will then be given step-by-step instruction.
Student Participation

	Practice Items and Activities:

Evaluate your list of links from the following set of criteria.

· Are the links available from the home page?

· Are they functioning?

· Does the name of the link match its destination?

Feedback: Determine that your set of links meets the criteria.
3.3.1-3.3.2 Add appropriate widgets
Content Presentation

	Content:

Learners will be instructed on the process of adding widgets to their blog page, and will select appropriate widgets given a list of criteria.
Examples:

The Subscribe widget fills the criteria “allows student to be notified of new posts by email.”
Student Participation

	Practice Items and Activities:

From the list of widgets, choose one to fill each of the below criteria:

· Allows students to be notified of new posts by email

· Allows students to search through posts by category

· Provides students with access to your list of links to outside material
Feedback: List at least three widgets that fill the criteria.
4.1.1-4.1.4.3 Group blog posts into categories
Content Presentation

	Content:

Learners will use their course syllabus to compile a list of categories to classify future blog posts by, and will create a Wordpress category for each on their list. Learners will then use their syllabus to create a model blog post, and will be asked to classify it by their list of categories.
Examples:

Some example categories include Homework Assignments, Announcements, Reminders, and Test Material.
Student Participation

	Practice Items and Activities:

Learners will be asked to match three model blog posts to three given categories. 
Feedback: Three correctly categorized model blog posts.


